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Natives rifle Club No4 Inc 

Captain’s Report for 2023 

2023 was another successful year for Natives. Membership grew, several members have been 

selected in international teams and there were some great wins in the MDRA fixtures.  

We welcomed Andrew Blomfield, Lee Kitching, Greg and Haydon McAndrew as new members and 

Tony Chapman transferred from Gold Coast and Piers Cambridge transferred from Canberra. Piers is 

a past member and A grade champion of the club. 

The club was saddened to lose two members Wayne Nugent and Bill Broome. Wayne was an active 

member in the 90’s and made a brief return this year prior to his passing. After his passing Wayne’s 

family kindly donated his target rifles to the club. Bill was a valued member for many years. He was 

always there with a story and was a huge help with meet and greet for new members.  

Several Natives have been selected for international teams next year. Leigh Marett and Josh Pratt 

are heading to South Africa with the TR team and John Stevens is heading to New Zealand with the F 

Class team. Congratulations to all of you. 

The Captain was very happy with the MDRA fixtures results this year. Natives were successful in all 

the TR divisions – A, B, C Reserve and Pennants. A sensational effort. Top fixtures shooters Josh Pratt 

A grade, Ian Errington B grade, Matt Robinson C grade (Matt is a young member of Cities who wore 

the Natives colours for fixtures), David Li F Std, John Stevens FTR, Oliver Ploch FO. Whilst the TR 

teams did very well the F Std team came oh so close. They were 2nd to Pacific on 33 point to 36 with 

aggregate scores of 3873.244 to 3880.244. and of course let’s not forget the 1000 yards Whisky 

Challenge which Natives won again. A big thankyou to all team captains and the coaches on a job 

well done. Winners certainly are grinners. 

Club Champions will be decided after the last shoot on 09/12/23. An addendum will be added once 

the champions are known. 

The 2023 Natives prize meeting was well attended with around 100 attendees. This year we added 

more ranges and offered the shooters a shoot at 300, 500, 600, 800, 900 and 1000 yards. It was well 

received. Winners were Charles Arrowsmith Mariners A Grade, Craig Ryan Pacific B Grade, Warwick 

Thomas Natives C Grade, Andrew McKillop Pacific FSA, Declan Barlow Pacific FSB, Brett Bunyan 

Boddington214 FO, Paul Kearney Carnarvon65 FTR. The Keith Affleck traditional top 10 shoot off in 

TR was won by Geoff Grosskreutz from Central. The Wild Dog Custom rifles trophy in the F Class 

shoot off was won by Andrew McKillop FSA, Brian Potter Mariners FO and Paul Kearney FTR. I would 

like to acknowledge and thank  all of our sponsors  - Carina Leagues Club, Securcom Pty Ltd, John 

and Anne Menzel, Queensland Rifle Association, Cath And Kims, Warrul Tech Pty Ltd, Dyad Electrical 

and Air Conditioning, Gordon Craick, the Perrin Family and Wild Dog Custom Rifles.  

Many Natives members  travelled far and wide to various prize meetings and Kings throughout the 

year. Best performing Natives at the QRA and National Kings were: 

 



Duncan – Bob Crawford 4th A, Rudi Mueller 2nd B, Warwick Thomas 4th C, Ivor Davidson 23rd FSA, 

Oliver Ploch 2nd FO, John Stevens 1st FTR 

QRA Kings – Jess Crawford 2nd A, Rudi Mueller 5th B, Warwick Thomas 4th C, Ivor Davidson 19th FSA, 

Lee Kitching 10th FSB, Oliver Ploch 8th FO, John Stevens 5th FTR 

NRAA Presidents – Don Thompson 8th A, Ian Errington 6th B, Oliver Ploch 23rd FO, John Stevens 5th 

FTR 

NRAA Kings – Josh Pratt 9th A, Rudi Mueller 1st B, John Stevens 8th FTR 

Congratulations to Rudi and John on their Number 1 badges. Also it was great to see young Lee 

Kitching get 10th on his first Kings. 

Carina Leagues Club continues to provide valuable support to Natives. This year’s winners were 

Leigh Marett, Wendy Latham and Scott Morley. If you haven’t been to one these nights I encourage 

you to attend the next one. They are a great night out and we are fortunate to be part of a vibrant 

sporting community group such as Carina Leagues Club. 

Thanks as always to my committee especially this year as the Captain was away travelling for 4 

months– Wayne Blair Vice Captain, Wendy Latham Secretary, Lyle (and Cath) Vinter Treasurer, Kim 

O’Loghlen, George Constantinou and Bas Hopkins. Wayne Latham continues to provide great 

support in managing the website and stats and thanks to Rob Bell for looking after the grounds 

maintenance. 

We have had another great year. We are many, so be respectful and supportive and most of all have 

fun. Be aware of safety matters on and off the range and shoot well in 2024.   

John Menzel - Captain 

 

 


